[The social network--on a sociologic concept in psychiatry].
For quite some time has been a boom of social network analysis in the field of social psychiatry in Western industrial countries. Their main hypothesis is that the scope and quality of a person's social relations have a specific connection with this person's psychic health. This article exemplifies some specialized studies on the subject. In spite of the fact that the way in which the concept of social networks was applied has been criticized for being empiristic and reductionist, the author stresses its potential for socio-psychiatric research and practice and pleads for its application in the G.D.R.